Introduction
There are currently 125 known species of dragonflies and damselflies in Singapore, but five are believed to be locally extinct. These fascinating insects belonging to the order Odonata, and are further divided into two groups, Anisoptera, the true dragonflies, and Zygoptera, or damselflies. Although there are some exceptions, true dragonflies usually rest with their wings out from their body while damselflies, at rest, hold their wings above the body.
Dragonflies are excellent fliers, with the ability to flap and beat their wings independently. The adults have particularly large eyes and exceptionally good eyesight. These insects are known to be active carnivores with strong biting mouthparts. They prey on small flies, butterflies, and mosquitoes. Their larvae, being aquatic, feed on water insects, small fishes, and tadpoles. The main predators of adult dragonflies are birds, frogs, and spiders, while their larvae often fall prey to fishes.
Drawn to habitats with abundant but sheltered vegetation, dragonflies have been known to serve as markers for good water quality.
Because dragonfly larvae require clean, unpolluted water to thrive, a diverse dragonfly population in a wetland is a positive sign of a healthy ecosystem. Indeed, in some countries, scientists have been monitoring dragonfly population as a tool to manage freshwater wetlands.
Aesthetically, a good population of dragonflies can also bring wonder and vibrancy to a wetland or pond in a park. In June 2010, to enhance the look of the pond, large boulders were placed around the pond for park users to sit and enjoy the pond life.
The bogged areas surrounding the pond were left untouched and grass cutting was not carried out for these areas. Occasionally, the removal of dead leaves, including the thinning of fast growing Typha plants, are required to ensure that the pond is not fully covered by them. Fogging of areas surrounding the pond was prohibited. On any given day, it is not unusual to spot more than 50 dragonflies flying about.
Dragonflies monitoring and results

Dragonfly monitoring started in
Conclusion
Apart from the case study, NParks has taken various steps to document dragonfly diversity in its parks and gardens, and also to explore methods of enhancing their diversity whenever the opportunity arises. There have also been several outreach programmes to highlight these lively insects. Public and school talks as well as training workshops are some examples. These workshops also aim to reach out to park planners and developers so that creating dragonfly habitats will become a mainstay in their work processes. One major realisation of NParks' dragonfly work is the recent publication of the book Dragonflies Of Our Parks and Gardens (Robin Ngiam, 2011).
